


A FABULOUS

THE DESIRE TO STEP BACK FROM A BUSY WORLD IMNSPIRES 1993 ‘
TRADITIONAL HOME DESIGN AWARD WINNER SUZY STOUT
TO BUILD A FANTASY FRENCH FARMHOUSE IN THE ILLINGIS COUNTRYSIDE.

BY ELIOT NUSBAUM
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% Above: Suzy and Sam Stout

‘enjoy.A quiet Moment of
fishing in the stocked pond
they had built behind their
house. “We wanted thu:.- pond
because we love listening to
the frogs and all the pond
noises,” says Suzy. The land
around_tj'm I'.muse is still in the

process of being naturalized.
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Opposite: Rather than build a formal dining
room, Suzy asked the architect 10 design
the house with a large tront entrance hall
that could double as a dining room when
neaded. iﬂpdrﬂ::nq the entry hall from the
|'\\,|'I'I1__:. FQCEmM 1% o I.:I.III al antbigue calumns
Suzy feund in Flarida, The bench was
bought off the back of a truck ut a flea
markat R|Eh'r- A high-peaked ceiling and
chandeliers with a rusted finish top the
entrance hall. Abowve: The garages form a
sort of gatehouse entrance to the courtyard
in fromt of the house. Bedroom wings

almost completely enclose the courtyard
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room,” says Suey. 1 think people often mistakenly think tht it is
wreal decormting iF they get a Gbulous Galirie, o wonderful deapery
design, or an incredible rug. Certainly those things are important
bt more illli'lir:'lillit e |FHJF'Ii!\I'|\' and aecessories,”

In fact, the mellow old |_"i'1<' "lulr:ll.'_: that mns r:ll'llll'_:]l miost of
the house les been left bare in the living moom. Suey hasn't vt
found a rug she likes for that area. And there are no dr, IS On
1 wanted
every bit of the view to be o part of this room,” she says, “This

the windows or French doors encireling the room
it .||;:H.'.'|1_r I painted the walls a soft, mossy green: Tt hrings the
outside in.” The sofa is covered with chenille in a deeper shade of
the same green

Perhaps the most unnsoal teature of the house is the feature
that s missing—the formal dining room, Suzy believes dining
ronns bend o be underised and are therelore oo waste of space,

Sit-clomen diming hasn't been abandored, however, Comlorably
nestled into o delightful windowed bav at the end ol the
kitehen/Fam ily mom is an antique French swine-tasting table
'Iill:_\ six chadrs that Suey found ot a resale '\]II:-!I Frnmcchiatelsy
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Left and right: The
living room Is simple
and undecorated by
design, giving it an
elegant country feel.
Maossy green walls,
bare windows, and
screenless French
doors bring the
outside in, says Suzy.
“You are very aware
of the outside—the
terrace, the trees,
and the pond.” The
secretary and mantel
are from Mew
England. The screen
& a French antique.
Below: The stone
terrace axtends
across the house
The seating area off
the kitchen gets
sunlight from the
east, so it's the
perfect setting lor

marning coffee,




THE HOUSE ANSWERS A LOT OF OUR NEELC INCLUDING OUR WISH TO BE SURROUNDED BY NATURE. —suzysrout

adjucent is a snug sitting area around the Greplace that Suey helped design, Tving all together
are the antique French hexagonal terra-cotta tiles on the Qoor, the mustard vellow walls, and the
blue-checked dr: iperies.

The kitchen/famiky room is perfect for umily gatherings, but for entertaining larger groups,
Suzy combines 1|L||Ft|p|| fumetions in one room—the 16x28-foot entry hall. It s 2 vital cor of the
house, with the living roem, kitehen, and master bedroom all le Il|III" oft it. “In our Lﬂtl house,
we found that during o party, everyone stands either in the front b dl or in the kitchen,

notes. “So we knew we wanted the front entranee hall to be an scdition to our entert; alndng spy
andl to o pen up and How into the living room. We also use it as a dining room. It works with a
long holiday banguet table or with two to four round dinner tables for dinner parties.”

The front hall is treated as the major room that it is, It wos designed with soaring beamed
ceilings, stone floors, matching rusty steel chandeliers, and walls faux-painted to give them
an aged finish, 1s furmished with o misture of ant ifpues anel family heirlooms, il'.r_'llnl!i.'v__’ i
wing i_|| dr upholstered with picees of antique ne dle point, a French buffet, and an antique
beneh that Susv bought, liter 1”_\. off the
back of a truck. Several charming European
paintings hang on the walls, und o pair of k
wedathered womd columns frames the double- - .
wide doorway between the [ront hall and the y
living room,

I the master bedroom are “all the things 1
love,” savs Suey, Like the rest of the house, it
is furnislied with a mixal a itigues, family heir-
looms, and Des-macket finds. The fireplace is
the focal i, with a raai of Freneli doors
lulriu-d b transom windows on either side,
The draperies don't cover the transoms;
instead, they are hung on rods between e
upper windows and the doors, allowing wirm
sunlight to pour into the rosm, Adding to the
personality of the room are light touches, like
a manneguin head, old hatboses, a funny gold
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wicker shoe, uand 4 Victoran-era mg—
enlarged by adding a border around ji—
depicting 4 gl boating on o pond, Tts this

Opposite: Suzy describes the kitchen area as
a "big, old-fashioned country kitchen." Along
one side is a seating area nestled araund a
firaplace that she helped design. Blue-checked
linen draperies keep the reem from seeming
too big and help warm the space. The walls
throughout are painted a French yellow.

Left: The diring area is anchorad by a French
wine-tasting table and chairs from a resale
shop. The chandelior is 2 larger version of one
Suzy had in her old kitchen.

Above: The focal point of the modest-sized,

Li-shaped kitchen work area is the stove
hood, a copy of one Suzy designed for her
previous house. High barn-like windows

bring ample light Into the space.
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sense of plaviulness that gives the house so much personalit
“There is lots of folly and whimsy in this house,” Suzy notes.
think every house should be full of things vou love, things that
miake vou smile.”

The designer credits architect Graham's efforts in making the
whole thing come alive. “Michael ]!l'i'[ﬁ.‘l[}. romanced our idea,
always carrying every detail one step Further to perfection.” Gra-

ham was inspired by Chicago architect David Adlers description of

his own house—"Tt was a labor of love, and it shows™—and by the
vision and energy that Suzy brought to the project. “1 wanted to
biring our work process up to that standard ” Graliwm notes,

But the real test of the house is how it works for Suzy and Sam.
IH];|:."»'. HI-'!'{}" “This house answers a ot of our needs, i|||."|l'| Ei||:|_[ o
desire to be surrounded by nature. [t is a sort of haven for us. with
the quality of serenily and peacefulness.”

Architect: Michasl Geaham
Regional Editer: Sally Mauer

For more information, see the Reader’s Hesource on page 178,
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Right: "1 have all of the
things | love in this room,”
gays Suzy of the master
bedroom, furnished with a
mix of family keepsakes
and flea-market finds.
Left: A horse’s head sign
(probably ariginally for

o harnessmaker) adds a
touch of humor to the
hallway in the stable area,
which actually serves as
the guest wing.

Below: Sury told har
architect she wanted her
bathroom to lock like one
in the Ritz in the "30s. With
its deep tub and eclectic
mix of furnishings and
accessories, it's a fun room

to be in, she says.




